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CONTACT DETAILS     PARISH OFFICE TEAM     CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH SCHOOL 

263 Mona Vale Road, St Ives   Fr Paul Durkin, Parish Priest    17 Link Road, St Ives  
Phone: 9144 6998    Fr Tan Nguyen, Assistant Priest                                                      Phone: 72562114                                                                               
Ed Wales, Parish Finance Officer                                    office opening hours: Tue-Fri 9-4 
office@corpuschristi.com.au                         Principal: Mrs Jayne Wheen 
      Jennifer Perrott, Faith Facilitator 
In an emergency call 9144 6998                  Valerie Dias, Sacramental Co-ordinator                  ccsi@dbb.catholic.edu.au  
www.bbcatholic.org.au/stives                 Daniela Ross Molnar, Office Manager  
      Davina Seeto, Administrative Assistant                  www.ccsidbb.catholic.edu.au      
  

You can now find us on facebook.com/CorpusChristiChurchStIves and  instagram.com/CorpusChristiStIves 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

On Saturday 8th August, we celebrated the feast day of our first canonised saint, St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop, including Fr Tan & some young adults joining the Holy Hour at her tomb. Then 
on Saturday 15th August, we honour Mary in celebrating the Solemnity of the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. (Vigil Mass at 7.30pm on Friday 14th; Mass at 9.00am on Saturday 
15th) 

Fr Paul and Fr Tan have begun visiting a class each Wednesday this term and sometimes 
joining the staff for morning tea. Also, on each Tuesday, a class joins the parish community for 
the 9.00am Mass. We hope we can keep building a stronger parish-school community.  

On Thursday evening 13th August, Val Dias (sacramental coordinator), Fr Tan & I welcomed 26 
First Holy Communion parents to an Information Night. Twenty of the 26 children attend 
Corpus Christi Catholic School, St Ives. We shall hold four sessions of preparation, and then the 
First Holy Communion Mass will be held at 12 noon on Sunday, 20th September.  

We currently have seven children from the Corpus Christi school preparing for Baptism. It will 
be a great joy to welcome these children and their families into the community of the Baptised 
on Sunday 30th August. We pray God’s special blessing on these children and the children 
preparing for their first Holy Communion, and for all the families of the parish-school 
community.  

On Tuesday evening 11th August I held a gathering of over 30 parish ministry leaders, taking 
the opportunity to hear from them and to speak about the parish Vision and the organisational 
structure of our parish ministries. As a parish community, we rely on our many volunteers to 
build a loving, faith-filled community of missionary disciples. 

About twenty of us have gathered on the last three Wednesday evenings to participate in the 
current Alpha course. We thank the parishioners on team who are supporting Jen Perrott, Fr 
Tan and I in welcoming the 16 participants who are interested in exploring the Catholic faith. 
Let us pray for one another and ask the Holy Spirit to be alive among us as a parish community.  

Fr Paul 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent information night for First Holy 
Communion.  

 

Parish Mass Times:     Baptism: Third Sunday of each month by appointment 
Monday to Friday: 9am    Wedding: Contact Parish Office at least 6 months prior notice 
Saturday: 9am, 6pm (vigil)    Morning Prayer: Monday - Friday:  8:30am 
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 5pm    Anointing of Sick: every 2nd Thursday of the month at 9am or by request 
Public Holidays: 9am     Eucharistic Adoration: Saturdays 9:30 & every 1st Friday of the month at 7pm 
Family (Rock) Mass: Once a term   Reconciliation: Saturday 9:30am to 10:30am 

Anointing of the Sick 

Every Second Thursday of 

the month   

September 10 

 

 

Divine Will Prayer Group  

Mondays 10-11:30 am &  

Tuesdays 7-8.30 pm 

 

 

Lectio Divina 

Every Friday at 10 am 

 

 

Carmelite Conversations 

Fortnightly on Thursdays 

at 10am 

August 20  

 

 

Parish Social Craft Group  

Fortnight on Thursdays at 

10am 

August 27 

 

 

Young Adults @ St Ives   

Every Second  Monday at 7 

pm 

August 24 

 

 

Children’s Liturgy 

Every Sunday at 10am 

Mass 

Morning tea after Mass 

 

 



COMMUNION TO THE SICK VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

One of the most beautiful ways we can live out our faith is by bringing Christ’s presence to those who are unable to join us in 
person. Our parish is seeking caring and committed volunteers to assist in the ministry of taking Holy Communion to the sick, 
elderly, and homebound members of our community. 

This ministry is not only about sharing the Eucharist, but also about offering comfort, companionship, and the reassurance that our 
parish family remembers and prays for them. Training and guidance will be provided, so you will feel confident and supported in this 
sacred role. 

Currently, our Parish serve BUPA, Kari Court, Turramurra House, Estia Health, Thompson House, Fernbank Retirement Village, 
Roden Cutler Lodge Gordon, and various private homes in St Ives. 

If you feel called to serve in this way, please contact our Parish Office. Phone: 02 9144 6998, email: office@corpuschristi.com.au   

We will have our ministers Steve and Cypriana speak on Sunday 28th June at 8am Mass and 10am Mass about this ministry. Please 
talk to our communion ministers after Mass. 

Your willingness to give your time and heart will be a blessing to many. 

Thank you for prayerfully considering this invitation to be the hands and feet of Christ. 

Bus transport available. For more information 

please contact the parish office.  

Note; next mass with anointing of the sick 10th September.  

mailto:office@corpuschristi.com.au


Prayer Zone 
Please pray for the ill: 
Wendy Phoa, Jan Martin, 
Isabelle Law, Quentin 
Stewart; Carmel Hadley; 
Patricia Chaves; Marina 
Alburquerque; Fr Sergio 
Chauira; Jessie Chang; Amy 
O’Connell; James Frederick Riley; Tom Brewer; 
Sylvia Fishburn; Nicolette Harris; Marshall 
O’Brien; Helen McCarthy; Rob  Sanders; Anne 
Jardane; Vanessa Park; Rebecca Davies; Grace 
Cheah; Elizabeth Walsh; Maria Garcia;  Jose 
Mestres; Meacheal; Estelle Sok; Thi Nguyen;   
Fergus O’Brien; Michelle Soumier; Gracie 
Spencer; Brendan Stone. 
 

 

WHY WE DO THE THINGS WE DO— ‘Today is the feast of…’ 
When families and friends celebrate birthdays, graduations and anniversaries they are making a statement about a 
person or a value which is collectively important to them. The Catholic Church, too, is full of celebrations—saints’ 
feast days, solemnities and holy days– that affirm certain people and truths that are important to us as a faith family. 
While on our own journey, celebrating the lives of the saints gives us the opportunity to give thanks for their great 
faith, virtue and moral courage. As a Church, we celebrate the Communion of Saints.    

For evangelization in the city  

Let us pray that in large cities often 

marked by anonymity and 

loneliness we find new ways to 

proclaim the Gospel, discovering 

creative paths to build community.  

Pope Leo XIV’s Prayer Intention: 
August 2026 

Feast Days August  
Thu 20th: St Bernard, abbot, doctor, Memorial 
Fri 21st: St Pius X, Pope, Memorial 
Sat 22ND: The Queenshipof the Blessed Virgin  
  Mary, Memorial 
Thu 27th: St Monica, Memorial 
Fri 28th: St Augustine, Bishop, Doctor,   
  Memorial 
Sat 29th: The Passion of St John the Baptist,  
  Martyr, Memorial 

COMMUNITY MEAL at St Agatha’s Catholic Parish 
 
Everyone is welcome, especially those who may be 
experiencing hardship, social isolation, or would simply 
appreciate a warm meal and friendly company. 

• Date: Sunday 30 August 
• Time:11:45am – 2: 15pm 
• Venue: Martin Hall (St Agatha’s Catholic Primary 
School Hall), 20 Boundary Rd Pennant Hills 
RSVP via QR code or email ppc@stagatha.org.au 

 

                  

Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners 
 

We wish to acknowledge the traditional custodians of these lands on 
which we gather and show our respect to the Elders past and present.  

We also wish to pay our respects to all Aboriginal people. 

Our piety stall is now fully restocked. we’ve got a full 
cabinet ready for you. Please stop in on your way 

out and have a look, especially if you’re looking for 
meaningful gifts. Thank you! 

ppc@stagatha.org.au


PROGRAMME STARTS MID SEPTEMBER 



Young Adults Events at Chatswood & Gosford 

Join young adults (aged 18+) from around the Diocese for 

an evening of fellowship, prayer and formation at both 

Chatswood and Gosford, as we reflect on St Carlo Acutis' 

life and devotion to the Eucharist.  

Both events will feature food, praise and worship music, 

an inspiring talk and the opportunity for veneration of the 

major relic of St Carlo.  

 

Chatswood Night 4th Sept. 

 

Gosford Night 6th Sept.  

 

Please see the e-news for more 

information and to register.  

Social Justice Corner 
Living the Gospel in Times of Social Division.  
 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has launched 
its latest Social Justice Statement, Living the Gospel in 
Times of Social Division, calling on Australians to re-
spond to growing social division with compassion, dia-
logue and a commitment to human dignity.  
 
The statement explores recent developments in Australia, 
including the Bondi Beach attack of December 2025, as 
well as the alarming rise in Islamophobia and other forms 
of racism. 
 
At the launch of the statement, Bishop Harris, Chair of the 
Bishops Commission for Social Justice, Mission and Ser-
vice, reminded us that the Church has a key role in build-
ing a culture of listening and inclusion. 
 

For further information, please see the e-news.  



    
 
Sunday 16 August  2026: 20th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time – Year A 
  
 
 
Collect 
 
O God, who have prepared for those who  love  
you good things which no eye can see, fill our 
hearts, we pray, with the warmth of your love, so 
that, loving you in all things and above all things, 
we may attain your promises, which surpass 
every human desire. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirt, God, for ever and ever. 
 
 
First Reading  
 
From the prophet Isaiah Is 56:1.6-7  
 
I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain.  
 
Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act 
with integrity, for soon my salvation will come and 
my integrity be manifest.  
Foreigners who have attached themselves to the 
Lord to serve him and to love his name and be 
his servants – all who observe the sabbath, not 
profaning it, and cling to my covenant – these I 
will bring to my holy mountain. I will make them 
joyful in my house of prayer. Their holocausts 
and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, 
for my house will be called a house of prayer for 
all the peoples.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Responsorial Psalm  
 
Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4  
 
(R.) O God, let all the nations praise you!  
 
God, be gracious and bless us and let your face 

shed its light upon us. So will your ways be 
known upon earth and all nations learn your 
saving help. (R.)  

 
Let the nations be glad and exult for you rule the 

world with justice. With fairness you rule the 
peoples, you guide the nations on earth. (R.)  

 
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the 

peoples praise you. May God still give us his 
blessing till the ends of the earth revere him. 
(R.)    

 
 

Second Reading  
 
From the letter of St Paul to the Romans Rom 11:13
-15. 29-32  
 
The gifts and call of God are irrevocable.  
 
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the 
pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being 
sent, but the purpose of it is to make my own 
people envious of you, and in this way save some 
of them. Since their rejection meant the 
reconciliation of the world, do you know what their 
admission will mean? Nothing less than a 
resurrection from the dead! God never takes back 
his gifts or revokes his choice.  
Just as you changed from being disobedient to 
God, and now enjoy mercy because of their 
disobedience, so those who are disobedient now – 
and only because of the mercy shown to you – will 
also enjoy mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all 
men in their own disobedience only to show mercy 
to all mankind.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom  
and healed all who were sick.  
Alleluia!  
 
 
Gospel 
 
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew Mt 
15:21-28  
 
Woman, you have great faith.  
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite 
woman from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, 
Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is 
tormented by a devil.’ But he answered her not a 
word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. 
‘Give her what she wants,’ they said ‘because she 
is shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.’ But 
the woman had come up and was kneeling at his 
feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the 
house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even 
house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their 
master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, 
you have great faith. Let your wish be granted.’ And 
from that moment her daughter was well again. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 



Reflection on Readings for Year A Week 20 prepared by Fr Paul 

 

First Reading (Isaiah 1, 6-7). This reading reflects a time during the period of restoration after the return from the exile in Baby-
lon (538 BC onwards). Since the returned exiles constituted a small group, they tended to be inward looking. The prophet en-
courages them to embrace foreigners because God intends his house to be ‘a house of prayer for all the peoples’. The theme of 
inclusiveness forms the link with the Gospel.  

 

Second Reading (Romans 11:13-15, 29-32). St Paul declares that he has been sent as apostle of the pagans—at this time, mean-
ing the Gentiles, who practised polytheism and idol worship, or were of no faith. The pagans have benefitted from the Jews’ 
refusal that caused St Paul to turn to the Gentiles. The witness of the pagan converts will prove a testimony to the Jews of the 
power of God. St Paul hopes that the Jews will see the light through a salutary ’jealousy’ of the Gentile Christians. 

 

Gospel (Matthew 15:21-28). The early Church faced a similar problem with regard to the Gentiles (as seen in first reading). St 
Matthew sees Jesus as having broken down the barrier between Jew and Gentile. Even though his own mission was restricted 
to Israel, Jesus did reach out to individual Gentiles such as the centurion (8:5-13) and the Canaanite woman. Hence, after the 
resurrection of Jesus, the early Church extended its mission to the Gentiles.  

 

This story resembles that of the healing of centurion’s servant in showing us the great faith of a Gentile. Though a member of a 
tribe that had been ancestral enemies of the Jews, she had more faith in Jesus than his own people. They wouldn’t believe in 
him unless they saw signs and wonders. Indeed, they saw signs and wonders, yet still refused to believe. This nameless pagan 
woman has remained an example of great faith for over 2,000 years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The faith of the Syrophoenician woman teaches believers about the power of persistent faith and the importance 
of humility before God. Her account encourages Christians to approach God with confidence, knowing that His grace 
extends to all who believe, regardless of their background. It also challenges believers to recognize and embrace the 
inclusivity of the Gospel, reaching out to all people with the love and message of Christ.”   

The Catholic Bible Studies 

 



THINKING OF MAKING A MOVE? 
 
 

Contact First National Real Estate Johnson for FREE MARKET 
APPRAISAL of your property.  For Corpus Christi parishioners & 

friends we offer: when you exclusively list your property with us, we 
will provide FREE STYLING worth $5000 plus. 

 
Contact the team: 

Sales: Noelene Johnson - 0410 588 833  
Sales: Matthew Johnson - 0418 767 150 

Property Management: Ricky Yu - 0411 021 363 
 
 

 

Selbin Cleaning 
 
 

 

 Weekly, fortnightly, spring or occasional 
cleaning 

 Preparation for sale or rent 

 End of lease cleaning 
 

 

Monica Fletcher 
0419 484 377  

 
monicafletcher@bigpond.com 

 

 

Simtec IT – since 1996 
Business grade IT solutions  

for all businesses 
Andrew Sim, IT Specialist 

8080 3434 
www.simtecit.com.au 

Simtec IT – Keeping “IT” Simple…..  

 

 

 

 
 

Traditional Funeral Directors 
Proudly Australian Owned and Operated 
Professional and expert care in pre paid funerals 
24 hour care 9498 4455 
www.gregoryandcarr.com.au   
Serving the North Shore since 1954 

The Catenians 
 
 

Strengthening family life through  
friendship and faith 
Catenians meet every month to pray  
together, to enjoy each others’  
company and to support their  
Clergy and Parishes. 
For further information phone 
President - Malcolm McEwen 0409329707 
Secretary - David Conoulty  0412 267 538 

mailto:monicafletcher@bigpond.com
http://www.simtecit.com.au
http://www.gregoryandcarr.com.au/

